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The regular Council meeting was held at the M.S. Bailey Center at 6:00 PM with Mayor Bob McLean presiding with Councilmembers Cook, Jenkins, Neal, Kuykendall, Roth, and Young. The City Attorney and the City Manager were present. Local news media present were Judith Brown from the Laurens Advertiser, Randy Stephens from WLBG, and Larry Franklin from the Clinton Chronicle. Notice was mailed and emailed to all local news media on March 26, 2018.

INVOCATION		The invocation was given by Reverend Jeremy Sparks from Heritage 				Fellowship Church.

PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE	Mayor McLean asked Council and the audience to stand and recite the 				Pledge of Allegiance.	

MINUTES		Mayor McLean asked Council to approve the minutes from March 5 and 				12. Motion was made by Councilmember Young to approve the March 5, 				2018 minutes and the March 12, 2018 minutes and seconded by 					Councilmember Neal. The vote was unanimous.

CITIZENS ADDRESS	Mayor McLean recognized Pastor Adam Powell. Pastor Powell stated that COUNCIL		he is the Pastor at Belleview Baptist Church and he is before Council ADAM POWELL		concerning the sale and consumption of alcohol publically. Pastor Powell 	 EVENT ORDINANCE	stated that three things concern him which is his moral convictions ALCOHOL USE		against the consumption of alcohol. Pastor Powell stated that his second 				concern is his family. Pastor Powell stated that he has two daughters and 				would not permit them to come to any public events that served alcohol 				because of safety issues. Pastor Powell stated that the third concern is 				the Police Department is already in need of help and this would be a 				burden on the Police Department. Pastor Powell stated that there would 				also be the risk of drunk driving. Pastor Powell stated that he knows 				everyone does not share his moral convictions about alcohol but he has 				seen the results of alcohol abuse in families.

SCOTT TUMBLIN		Mayor McLean recognized Mr. Scott Tumbling. Mr. Tumbling stated that EVENT ORDINANCE	he lives at 703 Caroline Drive and he is a Youth Minister at Clinton First ALCOHOL USE		Pentecostal Church. Mr. Tumbling stated that he is before Council to ask 				Council not to sell alcohol at City events. Mr. Tumbling stated that people 			can either choose God or Satan and this Country allows citizens to make 				that choice. Mr. Tumbling stated that as a father if the City sells alcohol				 at City events then he would have to make the choice not to attend the 				events. Mr. Tumbling stated that his church serves about 170 children 				and one of the biggest obstacles he faces with the youth is social 					acceptance. Mr. Tumbling stated that alcohol destroys lives.

ASHTON BARRINGTON	Mayor McLean recognized Mr. Barrington. Mr. Barrington stated that he EVENT ORDINANCE	owns a business at 106 Musgrove Street and he is before Council 
ALCOHOL USE		concerning the sale of alcohol at City events. Mr. Barrington stated that 				this topic came before Council several years ago. Mr. Barrington 					stated that people wanted to serve alcohol in order to encourage bigger 				crowds and because other Cities also serve alcohol. Mr. Barrington stated 			that a person does not have to be drunk in order for something to 				happen. Mr. Barrington stated that a person could consume just one beer 			and not be the same person they were when they arrived at the event. 				Mr. Barrington stated that the City could make some changes in order to 				make the downtown events better. Mr. Barrington stated that the City 				could host these events in the spring and not the hot summer and the 				City could also partner with Presbyterian College. 
			Mr. Barrington stated that alcohol is already served in businesses 					downtown. Mr. Barrington stated that citizens could buy alcohol from 				these businesses and then go enjoy the downtown band.

LISA CHAPMAN		Mayor McLean recognized Ms. Lisa Chapman. Ms. Chapman stated that EVENT ORDINANCE	she owns a business at 105 East Main Street and she is before Council ALCOHOL USE		concerning the sale of alcohol at City events. Ms. Chapman stated that as 				a Clinton resident and local business owner she is in favor of the Event 				Ordinance which also includes the sale of alcohol.  Ms. Chapman stated 				that the Event Ordinance addresses other changes to the City events that 				she and other business owners are in favor of doing. Ms. Chapman stated 			that Newberry sales alcohol at their events and it has been positive. Ms. 				Chapman stated that the Event Ordinance makes vendors purchase 				permits and would only sale the alcohol in a confined space. Ms. 					Chapman stated that the City would receive revenues from the sale of 				alcohol. Ms. Chapman stated that the Event Ordinance is a positive action 			and not negative. Ms. Chapman stated that she tries to attend City events 			and support Clinton because she wants to see Clinton grow.

NANCY KATZBERG	Mayor McLean recognized Ms. Nancy Katzberg. Ms. Katzberg stated that EVENT ORDINANCE	she lives at 101 Calvert Avenue and she is before Council concerning the ALCOHOL USE		sale of alcohol during City events. Ms. Katzberg stated that she wished to 				speak in support of the Event Ordinance. Ms. Katzberg stated that Clinton 			is at a disadvantage in attracting families to City sponsored events due 				to the alcohol restriction. Ms. Katzberg stated that the proposed 					Ordinance would allow for the sale, distribution, and management of 				alcohol during City events. Ms. Katzberg stated that the Ordinance is 				crafted in a way that the City event is attractive to participants while 				regulating the consumption of alcohol. Ms. Katzberg stated that in order 				for the City event to be successful the City needs to attract local citizens 				as well as outsiders. Ms. Katzberg stated that the sale of alcohol during a 				City event may generate anywhere from $5,000 to $40,000 and this 				would have a significant impact on the City’s budget. Ms. Katzberg stated 				that these revenues would help the budget and the proposed Event 				Ordinance would increase participation and in the long run attract 				families to Clinton.

JEFF SMITH		Mayor McLean recognized Mr. Jeff Smith. Mr. Smith stated that he is an EVENT ORDINANCE	resident of Clinton as well as a member of the Main Street Team.	Mr. ALCOHOL USE		Smith stated that Ms. Alducin, Main Street Director, has put a lot of work 				into crafting the Event Ordinance. Mr. Smith stated that the Event 				Ordinance includes the sale of alcohol but the Ordinance also covers 				other changes to the City events. Mr. Smith stated that there has been a 				good discussion concerning the Ordinance but consideration needs to be 				given to this Ordinance. Mr. Smith stated that the sale of alcohol would 				be a positive revenue stream and the Event Ordinance allows the City to 				regulate and manage alcohol consumption during the City events.

DANIEL STRANGE	Mayor McLean recognized Mr. Daniel Strange. Mr. Strange stated that he EVENT ORDINANCE	is employed by Century 21. Mr. Strange stated that he is before Council in ALCOHOL USE		support of the Event Ordinance. Mr. Strange stated that he is in favor of 				the changes and that citizens would consume alcohol in a controlled 				environment. Mr. Strange stated that potential clients ask about the 				events in Clinton and it is drawback when citizens find out that alcohol is 				not sold at the events. Mr. Strange stated that potential corporations also 			ask about the sale of alcohol at City events. Mayor McLean thanked 				everyone who spoke about the Event Ordinance.

CITY MANAGER’S		Mayor McLean recognized Mr. Cannon, City Manager. Mr. Cannon stated REPORT			that the first item on the agenda is the approval of Proclamations PROCLAMATIONS	proclaiming April as Alcohol Awareness Month, April as Autism 
ALCOHOL AWARENESS	Awareness Month, April as Child Abuse Prevention Month, April as AUTISM AWARENESS	Financial Literacy Month, April as Safe Digging Month, and April 22 as CHILD ABUSE		Earth Day. Motion was made by Councilmember Kuykendall to approve EARTH DAY		the Proclamations and seconded by Councilmember Young. The vote was 			unanimous.

RESOLUTION		Mayor McLean stated that the next item on the agenda is the approval of LOST PROPERTY		a Resolution providing for the adjustment of the Local Option Sales Tax TAX CREDIT		(LOST) Property Tax Credit Program. Mayor McLean stated that the LOST 				funds are generated by adding a 1% Local Option Sales Tax to purchases 				made in Clinton. Mayor McLean stated that State Law requires the City to 			provide 71% of the LOST revenues for reducing the property taxes. Mayor 			McLean stated that the City could retain up to 29% of the LOST revenues 				to fund General Fund Programs. Mayor McLean stated that in 2013 				Council adopted a Resolution to use the 29% to pay for Public Safety 				equipment, training, and debt on capital equipment. Mayor McLean 				stated that this Resolution is approved on an annual basis. 	Council-				member Cook made a motion to approve the Resolution providing 				for the adjustment of the Local Option Sales Tax Property Tax Credit 				Program and seconded by Councilmember Kuykendall. The vote was 				unanimous.

FIRST READING		Mayor McLean stated that the next item on the agenda is the approval of ORDINANCE		the first reading of an Ordinance for the annexation of contiguous 	
ANNEX PROPERTY	properties tax map numbers 616-01-01-010, 638-00-00-037, and 638-00-616-01-01-010		00-043 into the City of Clinton. Motion was made by Councilmember 
638-00-00-037		Kuykendall to approve the annexation of contiguous properties tax map 638-00-00-043		numbers 616-01-01-010, 638-00-00-037 and 638-00-00-043 into the  				City of Clinton and seconded by Councilmember Cook. The vote was 				unanimous.

FIRST READING		Mayor McLean stated that the next item on the agenda is the approval of ORDINANCE		the first reading of an Ordinance amending the City of Clinton Zoning ZONE PROPERTY		Map to establish the zoning of properties tax map numbers 616-014-01-616-01-01-010		010, 638-00-00-037, and 638-00-00-043 as Residential (R-1). Motion was 638-00-00-037		made by Councilmember Kuykendall to approve the first reading of a 
638-00-00-043		Ordinance to zone properties tax map numbers 616-01-01-010, 638-00-				00-037, and 638-00-00-043 as Residential (R-1) and seconded by 					Councilmember Young. The vote was unanimous.

FIRST READING		Mayor McLean stated that the next item on the agenda is the first ORDINANCE		reading of an Ordinance annexing contiguous property tax map number ANNEX PROPERTY	656-00-00-002 into the City of Clinton. Motion was made by 	
656-00-00-002		Councilmember Jenkins to approve the first reading of an Ordinance  				annexing property tax map number 656-00-00-002 and seconded by 				Councilmember Neal. The vote was unanimous.

FIRST READING		Mayor McLean stated that the next item on the agenda is the approval of ORDINANCE		the first reading of an Ordinance amending the City of Clinton Zoning ZONE PROPERTY		Map to establish the zoning of property tax map number 656-00-00-002 656-00-00-002		to Residential (R-1). Councilmember Kuykendall made a motion to 				approve the first reading of an Ordinance zoning property tax map 				number 656-00-00-002 as Residential(R-1) and seconded by Council-				member Young. The vote was unanimous.




FIRST READING		Mayor McLean stated that the next item on the agenda is the first ORDINIANCE		reading of a Special Events Ordinance. Mayor Mclean stated that this SPECIAL EVENTS		Ordinance regulates parades, events, block parties, performances,					filming, and picketing in the City of Clinton. Mayor McLean recognized 				Ms. Alducin. Ms. Alducin stated that the Main Street Team requests 				Council give this Ordinance consideration. Ms. Alducin stated that the 				proposed Ordinance would supersede the current Ordinance. Ms. Alducin 			stated that the proposed Ordinance could increase the City’s revenues as 				well as the quality of City events. Councilmember Jenkins asked Ms. 				Alducin to read the section in the Special Events Ordinance pertaining to 				the sale of alcohol.  Motion was made by Councilmember Young to 				approve the first reading of the Special Events Ordinance and seconded 				by Councilmember Neal. The vote was unanimous.

PUBLIC HEARING		Mayor McLean declared Council in a Public Hearing of an Ordinance for PUBLIC WORKS FEE	the re-implementation of the Public Works Fee. Mayor McLean opened 				the floor for comments and Council did not receive 	any. Council- 					member Cook made a motion to close the Public Hearing and 					seconded by Councilmember Young. The vote was unanimous.

SECOND READING	Mayor McLean stated that the next item on the agenda is the second ORDINIANCE		reading of an Ordinance to re-implement the Public Works Fee. Motion 				was made by Councilmember Young to approve the second reading of 				the Public Works Fee Ordinance and seconded by Councilmember Neal. 				The vote was unanimous.

ADMINISTRATIVE	Mayor McLean recognized Mr. Cannon. Mr. Cannon stated that the 
BRIEF			Museum inventory is complete and City staff has met with several MUSEUM		citizens concerning the inventory. Mr. Cannon stated that City staff would 			compare the Museum’s inventory list with the citizen’s inventory list in 				the next two weeks. Mr. Cannon stated that the Recreation Committee 				met last week and had a very positive meeting. Mr. Cannon stated that  RECREATION		the committee has a lot of information complied since 2004 concerning 				the recreation project. Mr. Cannon stated that the Recreation Committee 			discussed several potential sites for the Recreation Center. Mr. Cannon 				stated that Mayor McLean suggested the City hold a public forum 					regarding the Recreation Center so citizens could see the proposed plan 				and also give the Recreation Committee input. Mr. Cannon stated that he 			hopes to hold the forum in the next couple of weeks.  

RECREATION 		Mayor McLean stated that the Recreation Committee met Thursday, COMMITTEE		March 29, 2018. Mayor McLean stated that the Recreation Committee 				asked the City Manager to look at numerous sites for the suitability and 				the affordability of each site. Mayor McLean stated that it is very 					important to pick the right site because the City could spend a lot of 				money moving dirt and not have enough funds to move forward. 					Councilmember Young stated that the potential sites are good prospects 				and that if you choose the wrong site then the grading fees would use a 				lot of the funds set aside for the Recreation Center. Councilmember Neal 				stated that it is a good idea to engage the public with this project.

EXECUTIVE SESSION	Motion was made by Councilmember Neal to go into executive session to 			discuss a contractual matter relating to City owned property and one 				economic development matter relating to Project Star and return to open 			session on the call of the chair and seconded by Councilmember 					Kuykendall. The vote was unanimous.

OPEN SESSION		Mayor McLean declared Council back in open session. Mayor Mclean 				stated that one contractual matter and one economic development 				matter was discussed and no action was taken.

COUNCILMEMBER	Councilmember Roth thanked the citizens who spoke tonight concerning REPORT			the Special Events Ordinance. Councilmember Roth stated that he knew 				Council’s decision was controversial. Councilmember Roth stated that 				tonight was the first reading and he is sure Council would receive input.

			Councilmember Kuykendall stated that citizens showed a lot of passion 				concerning the Special Events Ordinance. Councilmember Kuykendall 				stated that Council received good comments tonight. Councilmember 				Kuykendall stated that he is glad Clinton has citizens that are willing to 				speak up for their beliefs. Councilmember Kuykendall stated that since 				South Broad Street is already under construction if City staff could look at 			putting the utilities on South Broad underground and use South Broad 				Street as an avenue to showcase Clinton. Councilmember Kuykendall 				stated that the exit off I-26 to Highway 72 is in the dark. Councilmember 				Kuykendall stated that the City is investing funds for economic 					development in this area and it would be good to install some type of 				lighting near that exit.

			Councilmember Neal thanked City staff for the Easter events. 					Councilmember Neal stated that she experienced a situation at work and 				she wanted to thank the Police Departments, Firemen, and First 					Responders from Clinton and Laurens. Councilmember Neal stated that 				these agencies came together and handled the situation. 	

			Councilmember Jenkins stated that she attended the Easter events and 				thought the event was put together well. Councilmember Jenkins 					thanked City staff for their work on the event.

			Councilmember Young thanked Mr. Cannon and City staff for the City 				Council meeting format. Councilmember Young thanked City staff for 				their work on the Easter Event.

			Councilmember Cook asked if the various committee minutes be included 			in Council’s packet. Councilmember Cook stated that it would be good for 			Council to know what is being discussed in the Committees. Council-				member Cook stated that he appreciated all of the public comments 				made tonight concerning the Special Events Ordinance. Councilmember 				Cook asked City staff to survey the downtown merchants for their 					opinion of the Special Events Ordinance. Councilmember Cook stated 				that he would like for Council to have the information before the second 				reading. Councilmember Cook thanked City staff for the Easter Event. 				Councilmember Cook stated that he agreed with Councilmember 					Kuykendall concerning the lighting on Highway 72. Councilmember Cook 				stated that maybe the City could light the bridge like Simpsonville did 				since Highway 72 is one of the gateways into Clinton.

MAYOR’S REPORT	Mayor McLean stated that he agreed with the suggestions regarding 				South Broad Street and Highway 72.	Mayor McLean thanked City staff for 			their work on the Easter Event. Mayor McLean stated that the budget 				workshop meetings are Monday April 9, 2018 at 6:00 PM and Monday, 				April 23, 2018 at 6:00 PM. Mayor McLean stated that the next Council 				meeting is Monday, May 7, 2018 at 6:00 PM. Mayor McLean stated that 				the City was awarded $100,000 from the CTC Committee to pave 					Copeland Street and Gary Street. 
			Mayor Mclean stated that in order to receive the $100,000 the City 				would match $50,000 which is in the budget.

ADJOURN		With there being no further business before Council motion was made by 			Councilmember Young to adjourn and seconded by Councilmember Neal. 			The vote was unanimous.	



							__________________________
							CITY CLERK




							______________________________
							MAYOR			 	 


    


				
