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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

¾  Ton Crew Cab, 4 x 4 Pick-Up Truck
REQUEST ISSUED November 22, 2016
PROPOSALS DUE December 13, 2016
1. INTRODUCTION

The City of Clinton is requesting sealed proposals from qualified vendors for providing a ¾ ton, Crew Cab, 4 Wheel Drive Pick-Up Truck for use by the Department of Public Safety, Fire Division. 
2. BACKGROUND 
The City of Clinton is located at the intersections of I-26 and I-385 in the upstate of South Carolina.  The city has a population of approximately 9,000 and is home to a four year liberal arts college, significant industry, and beautiful neighborhoods.
The Department of Public Safety provides comprehensive fire and police protection services to the city and surrounding area.
The term vendor, as used in this proposal shall mean the authorized dealer or other representative of the manufacturer of the proposed vehicle. 
3. SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS

Detailed proposals are to be submitted and are to be delivered to the City of Clinton no later than 2:00 p.m., on Tuesday, December 16, 2016.   All proposals must be submitted in sealed envelopes marked sealed proposal in the lower left hand corner referencing bid # CDPS – FD 2016-11-22.  Proposals are be mailed or delivered to:

Joey Meadors

Director of Administrative Services
City of Clinton

M.S. Bailey Municipal Center

P.O. Drawer 748
211 North Broad Street
Clinton, SC  29325

All proposals that have been received will be opened and publicly read at the date and time of the deadline established above.  Any proposals received after the deadline will be returned unopened to the submitting vendor.  Faxed or e-mailed proposals will not be accepted. The City will also include the South Carolina State Contract as determined by the South Carolina Budget and Control Board for all qualifying vehicles as valid bids. South Carolina State Contract vendors are not required to submit sealed bids unless they make changes in the specifications as bid.  Information from these vendors will be retrieved from the Stat Contract Website and evaluated as valid bids.
Written questions concerning this request should be addressed to Mr. Joey Meadors at the address referenced above or via email to jmeadors@cityofclintonsc.com.
A copy of all inquires, along with the city’s response will be posted on the city website at cityofclintonsc.com.
All proposals are to be valid for at least 60-days after the established submission deadline.

The City of Clinton shall not be liable for any cost incurred in connection with preparation and submittal of any proposal.

The City of Clinton will not be bound by any representatives that are not set forth in this request for proposals or a written response to vendor inquiries.  The vendor is responsible to make all necessary investigations and examinations of documents, operations, premises and the areas of operations affecting the performance of the proposed vehicle. Failure to do so will not act to relieve any condition of the proposal documents.  It is mutually agreed that the submission of a proposal shall be considered evidence that the vendor has made such investigations and examinations.

By submitting a proposal, the vendor agrees to abide by all the terms and conditions established in this request for proposal unless specific options, alternates or exceptions are made on the proposal are submitted.

Any reasonable inquiry to determine the responsibility of a vendor may be conducted by the city.  The submission of a proposal shall constitute permission by the vendor for the city to verify all information contained therein.  If the city deems necessary, additional information may be requested from a vendor.  Failure to comply with such requests may disqualify vendor from further consideration.

Vendors are prohibited from contacting any member of the city’s Public Safety Department or other officers of the city in an attempt to influence the evaluation of a proposal or the awarding of a contract for purchase.  Any such effort will disqualify the vendor from further consideration.

Vendors who are required to have a business license as delineated in the City of Clinton’s current Business License Ordinance must have a valid business license at the time of the award of the bids. Failure to obtain the appropriate license can result in disqualification. 
Any options, alternate proposals or exceptions to be provisions of the request for proposals are to be clearly marked OPTION, ALTERNATE or EXCEPTION.  Detailed descriptions of the option, alternate or exceptions to the provisions of the request for proposals are to be provided by the vendor.  The City of Clinton will consider options, alternate proposals or exceptions if it is determined to be in the city’s best interests.    
These specifications are not designed to prevent any vendor or manufacturer from presenting a bid. Vendors should submit bids that meet the specifications below or equivalent level of service. 

4. EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS

The City of Clinton will use a committee to evaluate each proposal for quality, value, delivery and price based on the needs of the City of Clinton’s Public Safety Department.  The intent of the city is to purchase the best vehicle to meet needs of the city within the funds allotted for this purchase. 
The committee will evaluate all proposals based on several criteria, including but not limited to: 

1.) Quality, value, delivery, and price.

2.) Cost of ownership and operational cost information gathered from reputable vehicle testing and evaluation organizations including Consumer Labs, NADA, and Edmunds.

3.) Other data as available including fuel mileage as reported by the manufacturer and suitability of vehicle for its intended purpose.

The committee will evaluate all proposals and recommend a vehicle make and model as well as a vendor to the City Manager. The City Manager will review the recommendation and present a recommendation to the City Council, if required. The City Manager and City Council has the authority to accept or reject a bid and will make the final decision on the purchase of the vehicle. 
The city reserves the right to reject any conditional proposals. The city reserves the right to waive any irregularities in the proposals, to accept or reject any or all proposals and to award the contract for purchase in the manner the city deems in its best interest.

5. PAYMENT AND DELIVERY

Each proposal submitted shall indicate the estimated delivery date based on an order being placed by January 3, 2016. Vehicle must be delivered no later than 120 days after order.
This proposal is to acknowledge that if the vehicle is not delivered after a period of 30 calendar days after the agreed contract delivery date, the city will impose a penalty of one percent per of the contract price for each day’s delay until delivery.  This penalty is to be deducted by the city from the final purchase price of the vehicle.
The City of Clinton reserves the right to apply Section 4.22 of the Clinton Purchasing Ordinance regarding Local Purchases. 

6. GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS

As used on this list of general specifications, the term “desires” indicates a feature or component that the city would consider if it is available.
The vehicle and all components and equipment provided are to be the manufacturer’s latest model.   All attachments, equipment or accessories not specifically listed in this request for proposals are to be included to conform to the best practices know within the utility industry in trade, quality, workmanship and design.  The city expects this vehicle to have a useful service life of 7 years or more.

The following are base specifications for a work vehicle for the Clinton Department of Public Works. Vendors may recommend any other options they feel would be of benefit. Please provide pricing on a separate sheet broken down by line item.

Vehicle Type:
2016/2017  3/4 Ton, Extended Cab, 4 Wheel Drive Pick-Up Truck with Standard Bed (6’4”) or equivalent to your manufacturer. 

Equipment: 
The vehicle shall be equipped with all standard equipment as specified by the manufacturer for this model, and shall comply with all EPA Emission Standards and all Motor Vehicle Safety Standards as established by the United States Department of Transportation regarding the manufacture of motor vehicles.

Interior: 
Heavy duty vinyl split bench seat with rubberized floor covering and rubber floor mats provided..
Engine:
V-8, Gasoline ,  5.7 L or Equal, heavy duty cooling system. 
Electrical System:
The electrical system shall include a heavy duty alternator, heavy duty maintenance free battery.  An auxiliary power connection with min. 5 amp fuse for operation of the ignition switch in the “Accessory” or “ON” position. The power connection will allow for additional installation of high amperage accessories. 
Tires & Wheels:
P275/70R/18 BSW All Season Tires with Full size spare 
Transaxle:
Heavy duty transmission – 6 speed auto minimum or equal to your model.  Limited slip differential or equivalent.
Color: 
Fire Engine Red Exterior with Black Cab Roof beginning at or below the window line on the door, black or dark gray interior.  This color scheme is to match the color scheme for our existing fire trucks.
Brakes:
Brakes should be 4 wheel heavy duty disc with ABS or equivalent for model.
Other:
Automatic transmission, electric windows, electric door locks, power mirrors, heavy duty suspension, front and side impact airbags, air conditioning, AM/FM stereo with Blue Tooth, Back-Up Camera, tinted glass, cruise control, three (3) keys, service literature for up to 24 months, tilt steering wheel. Tow Package, Electric Front Bumper Mounted Winch 9,000 lb. with Roller Fair Lead125’ cable Warn Model XD9000i, no substitution, Grill(Brush) Guard and Mounting Bracket,.   Front Tow Hook to be added, Step Bar – Entry/ Egress, Spray in bed liner.
7. WARRANTIES

The manufacturer of the vehicle is to warranty their respective components.  These warranties are to be fully described on the proposal.

Tender of Proposal

City of Clinton

3/4 Ton, Crew Cab, 4 Wheel Drive, Standard Bed Pick-Up Truck
Name: _______________________________________________________

Company: ____________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

       Telephone: ____________________________________________________

       E-Mail: ________________________________________________________

1. The undersigned vendor declares that he has read the request for proposals and has determined for himself the conditions of the work and the requirements of the City of Clinton in purchasing a vehicle; and he proposes to provide a vehicle meeting the requirements of the request for proposal.
2. Any options, alternate proposals, or exceptions to the provisions of the request for proposals have been clearly marked OPTION, ALTERNATE or EXCEPTION.  Detailed descriptions of the options, alternates, or exceptions to the provisions of the request for proposals has been provided by the vendor.  The City of Clinton will consider options, alternate proposals or exceptions if it is determined by the city to be in its best interests.
3. The undersigned vendor, in compliance with the request for proposals dated November 22, 2016, hereby proposes to provide one vehicle as described in the attached proposal at the following prices:


Total price for one vehicle as described above: 
$ _________________

Attach a full description of the vehicle proposed.
  Signature of Vendor Representative: ___________________________________________











   Date
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