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City of Clinton Greenway, Green Space, &
Park Development Plan

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The City of Clinton Greenway, Green Space, and Park Development Plan is an ambitious
plan designed to provide almost nine miles of pedestrian walkways, greenways, bike
lanes, and other pedestrian friendly facilities designed to connect each neighborhood,
school, and commercial area in the city. In addition, the plan provides for the expansion
and management of the city park system to ensure that adequate green space and
outdoor recreation opportunities are provided throughout the city.

By improving existing facilities, planning for growth, and providing for interconnection
between facilities, the City of Clinton will be able to improve the quality of life enjoyed
by its citizens, create a more pedestrian friendly environment, provide alternative
transportation routes, and stimulate economic growth.

The Project is divided into the following phases of development.

Phase Estimated Cost  Objective

Phase | Develop master plans for all existing
Master Planning for $950,000 park facilities and implement the
Existing Parks recommendations of each plan.
Phase Il Plan and construct the 2.6 mile Bush
Sterilite Natural Area / $2,100,000 River Greenway and develop the

Bush River Greenway

Phase lll
Central Park Acquisition  $1,300,000
& Development

Phase IV

Recreation Complex $7,500,000
Phase V

Sand Creek Greenway L2008
Phase VI

Shell Creek Greenway »900,000
Phase VII

Whitten Greenway $1,200,000
Development

Phase VIII

Connections $ 300,000

Development Plan

Sterilite Natural Area for public use.
Acquire land and develop a public park
facility in the northern area of the
downtown district to provide a buffer
for residential neighborhoods and a
central hub for the greenway system.
Acquire land and develop a recreational
sports complex park.

Plan and construct the 1.5 mile Sand
Creek Greenway which will provide
connections to the central business
district, northeastern neighborhoods,
and the new Clinton High School.

Plan and construct the 1.8 mile Shell
Creek Greenway connecting
southeastern neighborhoods and the
Presbyterian College Campus.

Plan and construct 2.5 miles of
greenway connecting the Whitten
Center properties with the central core
of the city.

Develop long range plans for park and
greenway expansion to connect city
facilities with those nearby federal,
state, and local recreational facilities.
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City of Clinton Greenway, Green Space, and Park Development Plan

Open space has been a critical part of the lifestyle enjoyed by the citizens of Clinton
since the city’s founding in 1852. Tree lined streets and the well maintained landscapes
and open space on the campuses of Presbyterian College and Thornwell have defined
the core of the city as a green oasis for many years. These open spaces contribute to the
vitality of the City of Clinton by sustaining the regional ecosystem, supporting the local
economy, providing opportunities for outdoor recreation, and offering visual relief from
more urban landscapes.

The City of Clinton Greenway, Green Space, and Park Development Plan has been
designed to fit into a broader effort to protect and enhance the quality of life in the City
of Clinton. The plan provides a framework around and within which development can
take place. Just as tree lined streets defined Clinton in the past, a sustainable system of
greenways, greenspaces, and parks will define our city well into the future. The overall
objective of this plan is to provide guidance and support to the city’s ongoing and
sustained efforts to maintain and enhance the quality of life and connection to the land
enjoyed by the citizens of Clinton.

The City of Clinton Greenway, Green Space, and Park Development Plan has several
goals:

e |dentify unique natural and cultural resources contributing to the quality of life
in the City of Clinton.

e Protect open space to stimulate development that is in accordance with the
character of the community.

e Protect open space in order to provide safe, adequate, and interconnected
facilities for outdoor recreation, transportation, and open space enjoyment.

e Utilize open space protection strategies to secure the continuation and
preservation of sensitive and unique resources.

MAKING A CASE FOR OPEN SPACE

According to research conducted by the University of South Carolina Institute of Public
Affairs, South Carolinians overwhelmingly agree that protected natural resources in
which they can live, play, and work are one of the most important factors related to the
quality of life in a community. This recognition of the benefits of open space planning in
a community such as the City of Clinton is a result of several recent trends. These trends
include:

e An increase in the marketability and resale value of homes located near or
adjacent to protected greenspaces, such as parks, preserves, natural areas, and
greenway corridors.
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e Urban revitalization that often emphasizes the value of natural areas and
greenspaces within cities and other urban areas.

e  Public health concerns such as the rising levels of obesity which have resulted
from increasing inactive lifestyles.

e Increasing recognition of the problems associated with urban sprawl and
landscape fragmentation.

e Increasing state and federal mandates in regards to the protection of water
resources, water quality, sensitive species and historical resources.

e Conservation policies and programs implemented on national, state, regional,
and local levels.

e Planning and development practices designed to promote environmental,
social, and economic sustainability.

Open space plans, such as the City of Clinton Greenway, Green Space, and Park
Development Plan, accomplish the following in a comrmunity:

e NETWORKING: Open space plans provide connections that can be
developed for both recreational, ecological, and transportation related
benefits.

e ADDRESSING MULTIPLE IssUES: Open space plans include large
ecologically important destinations and parks, as well as key linkages and
smaller neighborhood facilities.

e PROVIDING A FRAMEWORK FOR GROWTH: Open space plans are
designed to shape urban form and provide a framework for growth. This
framework allows for the identification of ecologically significant lands and
development areas for plan implementation.

GREENWAY, GREEN SPACE, AND PARK DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

The City of Clinton influences a larger area outside the corporate limits and any plan
that offers the opportunity for regional and local connectivity between recreational
opportunities must take this into account. Information utilized for this plan came from a
variety of sources, including local, regional, and statewide planning documents.

When planning for open space, greenway development, and public park development a
great deal of attention must be placed on both the tangible assets in a community and
the more difficult to manage intangible assets in the community. Tangible assets include
existing pedestrian travel corridors, existing open space, existing parks, and existing
community destinations. Intangible assets include the values that the community places
on open space preservation, historic preservation, outdoor recreation, and education.
The goal is to develop an interconnected system of open space, parks, and greenways
that achieve a connection between existing tangible assets and provide support to the
core values of the community.
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PARK AND GREEN SPACE DEVELOPMENT

The key component of the City of Clinton Greenway, Green Space, and Park
Development Plan are those parks, open spaces, and destination areas which make up
the core of the plan. These sites serve as the regional and neighborhood facilities which
provide outdoor recreation or other key services for the public. These facilities are
divided into three types: 1.) Developed Facilities; 2.) Undeveloped Facilities; and 3.)
Needed Facilities.

Developed facilitates are those facilities that are either owned by the city and currently
available for some level of public use or those facilities which are traditional destination
facilities that are currently in private or institutional hands and open to the public to a
varying degree. Undeveloped facilities are those facilities that are owned by the city or
one of its partners but have not been developed into true publicly accessible facilities.
Needed facilities are those facilities that the City has identified as an outdoor green
space or recreational need which is not being met or has not been acquired for public
use.

DEVELOPED FACILITIES

e CiTYy FAciLiTIES: The City of Clinton provides seven parks for the
enjoyment of citizens and visitors. The parks, scattered throughout the
neighborhoods and tree lined streets of the city, provide space for outdoor
recreation, organized sporting events, and public green space. In addition
to seven parks, public green space is located on the grounds of the M.S.
Bailey Municipal Center and near the Clinton Museum in the Historic
Griffin House on North Broad Street.

O JosH AND ELLA SAVAGE PARK, located on Willard Road, features
a playground, basketball courts, and a picnic area.

O PINE HAVEN PARK, located on Willard Road, has a playground,
community center and picnic area.

O PINE STREET PARK, located at the intersection Pine Street and
Cedar Street, is home to the Boy Scout and Girl Scout Huts and
features a ball field, picnic area, and a playground.

O CALVERT AVENUE PARK, located at the intersection of Calvert
Avenue and South Adair Street, features a playground.

O CLINTON MiLL City PARK, located at the intersection of
Jefferson and Sloan Streets, features a playground and picnic
area.

O OAk STREET PARK, located at the intersection of Oak Street and
West Centennial Street, is home to basketball courts,
playgrounds, and a picnic area.

Clinton %E%
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Park Development Plan

LYDpiA BAILEY CHILDREN’S PARK, located at the intersection of

Peachtree and Pine Streets in the historic Lydia Mill Community,
features a ball field and a playground and will also provide a
walking trail once completed.

Lydia Mill Children’s Park
Development Plan
July 2009
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FIGURE 1: MASTER PLANS, SUCH AS THIS ONE FOR LYDIA -BAILEY (LYDIA
MiLL) CHILDREN'S PARK, WILL BE DEVELOPED TO GUIDE THE DEVELOPMENT
AND IMPROVEMENT OF ALL PARK SITES.

FACILITIES

THORNWELL FARM: Thornwell Home and School for Children is a
major educational and housing facility in the City of Clinton. The
farm, a facility adjacent to the main campus and once used as a
working farm, is a natural buffer for Clinton and provides
enormous scenic and open space value to the city. Any open
space development should seek to make use of this impressive
property, and the proposed Bush River Greenway will utilize the
property to connect multiple neighborhoods and public parks in
the city. The city hopes to work with Thornwell to see that a
portion of the open space at the farm is protected for the
enjoyment of future generations.

DOWNTOWN / HisTORIC CLINTON: The heart of the City of
Clinton is the downtown business and historic district. As an area
for shopping, food, and entertainment, it is a place where citizens
gather and a destination for cultural events. The downtown
provides excellent pedestrian facilities and improvements are
being made to upgrade older facilities in the downtown area. A
significant increase in pedestrian use in this area is expected when
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the Presbyterian School of Pharmacy opens its campus in

downtown in 2010.

FIGURE 2: DOWNTOWN CLINTON'S HISTORIC STOREFRONTS AND SHOPS ARE A
CENTRAL FEATURE OF THE CITY AND WILL BE CONNECTED TO OUTDOOR
RECREATION AREAS AND NEIGHBORHOODS THROUGH A SYSTEM OF SIDEWALKS,
PARKS, AND GREENWAYS.

O PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE CAMPUS: The campus of Presbyterian
College contains attractively landscaped greenspaces, performing
arts centers, and sports facilities. Division | sports at Presbyterian
College attract large crowds, the campus provides unparalleled
outdoor green space and recreation opportunities, and the
cultural facilities play a critical role in the quality of life in the
community.

FIGURE 3: THE
CAMPUS OF
PRESBYTERIAN
COLLEGE PROVIDES
COMMUNITY
GREEN SPACE AND
A PARK LIKE
SETTING IDEAL FOR
OUTDOOR

ACTIVITIES.

UNDEVELOPED FACILITIES
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STERILITE NATURAL AREA: Through a generous donation from
Sterilite, the City of Clinton has over 50 acres near the Bush River which
will be developed into a natural area featuring outdoor recreational
opportunities designed around the unique environment of the site. Hiking,
fishing access and wildlife observation activities will be developed at the
site which will be managed as a unit of the City of Clinton’s Park System.

NEEDED FACILITIES

CENTRAL PARK FAcILITY: Although a key hub of the system is the
downtown historic business district, no large central green space exists in
this part of the city or in the northern half of the city to provide outdoor
recreation and enjoyment opportunities. While the south side of town is
home to the large campuses of Thornwell and Presbyterian College, the
Thornwell Farm, and Sterilite Natural Area, the northern side of town is
served primarily by very small neighborhood parks. The acquisition of five
to seven acres of property along the Musgrove Street Corridor would
provide a park anchor for the proposed Sand Creek Greenway, a central
jumping off point for the existing sidewalk network that would connect to
the proposed Shell Creek, Whitten, and Bush River Greenways, and
provide a park / green buffer between the central business district,
residential districts, and peripheral commercial districts. The development
of a park and natural area in this part of town would increase area
property values, spur reinvestment in the community, and provide the
green space needed to support the expanding population in this part of
town. This population would include the transient student population
attending the Presbyterian College School of Pharmacy which will be
located in this area. The proposed central park area would be within
walking distance of the downtown.

RECREATION ComPLEX: The City of Clinton has identified the need to
develop a recreational facility to provide high quality facilities for area
youth sports. Currently, no central facility for youth sports exists and the
city is unable to offer some types of youth activities due to lack of facilities.
The development of a multi-use sports and recreation park also offers the
opportunity for the city to increase funding available for the maintenance
and operations of the facilities outlined in this plan since the sports park
would be capable of hosting regional sports tournaments on a fee basis. In
order to maximize the effectiveness of this facility for serving both the
local population and hosting regional tournaments, the City believes that
locating this facility near the interstate inside the corporate limits of the
city is the best course of action.

WHITTEN CENTER PROPERTIES: This property is of particular
interest because it offers the opportunity to provide large areas for
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outdoor recreation as well as provide a corridor for the Whitten Greenway.
The State of South Carolina has expressed an interest to dispose of surplus
property located at the Whitten Center Complex, and acquisition and
development by the city will provide both an economic and a recreational
resource to the public.

e ADDITIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS: The city has identified the
need to improve neighborhood parks and develop new small
neighborhood parks. Potential locations for new neighborhood parks
include Lydia Mill, west of the Clinton Mill site, northern Elizabeth Street
corridor, and in the Adair and Ferguson Street area.

MAKING CONNECTIONS THROUGH GREENWAY DEVELOPMENT

In order to tie the parks and green spaces together and provide additional outdoor
recreational opportunities while providing alternative transportation solutions, the
proposed open space development includes a system of greenways. These greenways,
in addition to the existing network of sidewalks and pedestrian areas, allow citizens to
move comfortably from one destination to another.

2 Shell Creek 9336"
3 Bush River 13,959'%

4 Sand Creek 7733
o MR S

FIGURE 4: OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED GREENWAY SYSTEM

EODTE CANSLINA



City of Clinton Greenway, Green Space, &
Park Development Plan

In older cities, such as the City of Clinton, the task of planning out greenway corridors
among existing well established areas is more challenging. The city feels that the
proposed greenway system takes advantage of existing corridors, improves connectivity
throughout the city, and offers immeasurable opportunities for outdoor enjoyment and

recreation.

e BuUSH RIVER GREENWAY:
Two destinations, Sterilite
Natural  Area and the
Thornwell Campus, play
important  ecological and
recreational roles for the City
of Clinton. Providing a
greenway linkage from the
farm to the Sterilite Natural
Area provides a linkage from
downtown and the
Presbyterian College Campus
to the southern perimeter and
the incredible resources along
the Bush River. In addition,
this greenway provides a
connection to the College
View housing development,
Pine Street Park, the Lydia Mill

neighborhood, and Lydia FIGURE 5: THE BUSH RIVER GREENWAY WILL
Bailey Children’s Park along the coNNECT THE STERILITE NATURAL AREA TO THE
proposed 2.6 mile route. LypiA MitL AND COLLEGE VIEW

NEIGHBORHOODS.

e SHELL CREEK GREENWAY: Presbyterian College is clearly the greatest
generator of visitors to the City of Clinton. Its campus provides a significant
scenic feature to the community and its students are expected to be major
users of the greenway system. The Shell Creek Greenway will connect the
community to the campus. The proposed greenway follows the route of Shell
Creek through the city and will connect Calvert Avenue Park, Presbyterian
College, Pitts Meadows Subdivision, Calvert Woods Subdivision, Bailey
Memorial Stadium, and the Sunset Boulevard neighborhood. In addition, this
greenway will connect to an existing sidewalk system providing access to the
downtown district, and the Bush River Greenway terminus in the College View
neighborhood. The Shell Creek Greenway will be 1.8 miles in length.
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FIGURE 6: THE 1.8 MILE SHELL CREEK GREENWAY CONNECTS RESIDENTIAL AREAS WITH THE
CAMPUS AND SPORTING VENUES OF PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE.

WHITTEN GREENWAY: The Whitten Greenway provides an excellent
opportunity to develop linear outdoor recreational opportunities in the north
eastern sector of the city. Through an existing system of sidewalk, it connects
the downtown district to the Whitten Center properties and then to the
existing commercial development near the I-26 and Highway 72 interchange.

FIGURE 7: THE 2.4 MILE WHITTEN GREENWAY WILL PROVIDE AN ACCESS POINT FOR
PROPERTIES AT WHITTEN CENTER.
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e SAND CREEK GREENWAY: The Sand Creek Greenway will provide a true
pedestrian corridor for existing northeastern neighborhoods in the City of
Clinton. This greenway would provide connections to the M.S Bailey Municipal
Center, Presbyterian College School of Pharmacy, the downtown historic
district, the proposed centrally located park facility, the North Adair Street
neighborhoods, Pine Haven Park, Wilder Stadium, Clinton High School (future
Clinton Middle School), the future Clinton High School, Rosemont Cemetery,
the Wildwood neighborhood, and the commercial development along the I-26
corridor.

FIGURE 8: THE 1.5 MILE SAND CREEK GREENWAY CONNECTS NORTHEASTERN

NEIGHBORHOODS WITH PUBLIC PARKS, DOWNTOWN, AND CLINTON HIGH ScHOOL.

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN AND BUDGET

PHASE [: TRADITIONAL PARK MASTER PLANS

CosT: Implementation Costs will be based on the cost to implement master
plan components in individual parks. Development of park master
plans will be completed by city staff. The city estimates that $950,000
of improvements and upgrades are needed at existing city parks

OBJECTIVE: The city will develop individual master plans for the seven existing
park locations, and will develop master plan documents for any new
park facilities prior to developing those facilities.

In order to maximize our limited resources the city has embarked upon a program to
develop individual master plans for each park. Each plan is built around creating an
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aesthetically pleasing environment, providing adequate open space, and providing low
maintenance publicly accessible recreational facilities. The city has completed the
development of a master plan for the Lydia Bailey Children’s Park, formerly known as
the Lydia Mill Children’s Park, and is in the process of implementing the first phase of
recommendations from that plan.

PHASE II: STERILITE NATURAL AREA AND BUSH RIVER GREENWAY
DEVELOPMENT

CosT: $2,100,000 (Greenway $1,450,000; Sterilite Natural Area $650,000)

OBJECTIVE: The city will develop the 2.6 mile Bush River Greenway and the
Sterilite Natural Area for public use.

This phase includes funding for the acquisition of property or corridors of property to
support the greenway, as well as terminal facilities for the greenway in the Lydia Mill
Neighborhood and the College View Neighborhood. Signage connecting the greenway to
the existing sidewalk system which will connect to Lydia Bailey Children’s Park and Pine
Street Park is also included in this phase. Some land acquisition will be required as part
of this phase. This phase also includes developing parking at the Sterilite Natural Area
and installing trails in that facility.

PHASE III: CENTRAL PARK ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT
COST: $1,300,000

OBJECTIVE: Acquire land and develop a public park facility in the northern half of
the city within .3 miles of the downtown district in the Musgrove
Street Corridor.

This phase includes the acquisition of property in the Musgrove Street Corridor for use
as a public park and central green space for the city. Funding for the development of
passive outdoor recreational facilities at the site is included.

PHASE IV: RECREATION COMPLEX DEVELOPMENT
CosT: $7,500,000

OBJECTIVE: Acquire land and develop a public sports and recreation park for local
and regional use.

This phase includes the acquisition of property to create a recreational sports park in
the City of Clinton. Funds include the acquisition of property, master planning of the
facility, and facility construction. The park will feature multiple softball and baseball
fields, as well as multi-purpose fields for soccer, football, and other sports.

PHASE V: SAND CREEK GREENWAY DEVELOPMENT
CosT: $1,200,000

Lty of
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OBJECTIVE: Acquire land and develop a 1.5 mile greenway along Sand Creek
connecting downtown Clinton, northeastern neighborhoods, Pine
Haven Park, and the existing and new high schools.

This phase includes the development of a 1.5 mile greenway along the Sand Creek
corridor, with terminal facilities in downtown Clinton and the site of the new Clinton
High School. Funding also covers the cost of providing access to the greenway at
Rosemont Cemetery, Pine Haven Park, and to the Caldwell Street Corridor via an
undeveloped right of way on Phillips Street. This greenway has a higher cost per foot
ratio due to the need to cross Davidson Street and Willard Road which require
structures to gain elevation to meet the road level from existing right of ways along
Sand Creek.

PHASE VI: SHELL CREEK GREENWAY DEVELOPMENT
CosT: $900,000

OBJECTIVE: Acquire land and develop a 1.8 mile greenway along Shell Creek
connecting Calvert Avenue Park, Calvert Woods Subdivision, Pitts
Meadows Subdivision, Presbyterian College, Bailey Memorial Stadium,
and residential developments on the southeastern border of the city.

This phase includes improvements to Calvert Avenue Park and the construction of the
Shell Creek Greenway with connecting facilities to area subdivisions and the campus of
Presbyterian College.

PHASE VII: WHITTEN GREENWAY DEVELOPMENT
COST: $1,200,000

OBJECTIVE: Develop approximately 2.5 miles of the Whitten Greenway connecting
the Whitten Center properties with East Carolina Avenue.

During this phase, the city will construct approximately 2.5 miles of greenway stretching
from the I-26 corridor, through the Whitten Center properties, and connecting to the
existing East Carolina Venue sidewalk system. The budget for this phase does not
include land acquisition costs.

PHASE VIII: CONNECTIONS DEVELOPMENT PLANNING
CosT: $300,000

OBJECTIVE: The city will develop plans and complete construction engineering to
connect the greenway system to facilities managed by other outdoor
recreation entities including the United State National Forest Service
and the South Carolina State Park Service.

In order to maximize our limited resources the city has placed a high priority on forming
long term sustainable partnerships with organizations that operate outdoor recreation
facilities near the City of Clinton. The City hopes to explore the feasibility and complete
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the pre-construction engineering process to connect the city’s parks and greenways to
those federal, state, and local recreational facilities that are operated near the city.

REGIONAL CONNECTIONS

Components of this plan provide significant opportunities for regional connectivity
among facilities managed by local, state, and national outdoor recreation organizations.
Possible future connections are outlined below:

e SUMTER NATIONAL FOREST: The City of Clinton is located in close
proximity to Sumter National Forest, and a system of greenways, on road
facilities, and trails could provide an opportunity to connect to the significant
resources within the Sumter National Forest. Key among these resources is the
Enoree Passage of the Palmetto Trail, which runs the entire length of the state.
Connecting to the Palmetto Trail makes the possibility of longer hikes possible
and connects Clinton to the cities of Columbia, Newberry, and Spartanburg via
a multi-use trail.

FIGURE 9: THE ENOREE
PASSAGE OF THE PALMETTO
TRAIL CROSSES THE ENOREE
RIVER INSIDE NEARBY SUMTER
NATIONAL FOREST AND IS A
POPULAR OUTDOOR
RECREATION DESTINATION.

e MUSGROVE MiLL STATE HisTORIC SITE: Musgrove Mill State Historic
Site, a unit of the South Carolina State Park Service, is located just six miles
north of the city and provides hiking trails, picnic shelters, a fishing pond, and
access to the Enoree River. A spur of the Palmetto Trail is planned for this area,
therefore a Palmetto Trail connection or a direct connection between the city
and the trail system at Musgrove Mill would provide additional outdoor
recreation opportunities for the public.
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FIGURE 10: MUSGROVE MiLL STATE HISTORIC SITE, LOCATED JUST A FEW MILES NORTH OF
THE CITY OF CLINTON, PROVIDES TRAILS, FISHING, AND OTHER OUTDOOR RECREATION
FACILITIES.

e LAURENS COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION: Connecting the City of
Clinton’s recreational resources to those of the county would provide greater
access for city residents to county facilities and vice versa, creating a seamless
park and recreation experience for the public.

STATE TRAILS PLAN COMPLIANCE

The State of South Carolina has developed a State Trails Plan which applies to many of
the projects and services identified in this plan. In order to maintain compliance
between the plans of the City of Clinton and the South Carolina State Trails Plan, this
section is included in this report. The purpose of this section is to address the goals and
priorities identified in the State Trails Plan and to explain how the priorities of the City of
Clinton address the State Trails Plan.

THE STATE TRAILS PLAN
The South Carolina State Trials Plan, Expanding the Experience: Trails for South Carolina,
which was produced in 2002, provides six clear goals for trails in the state. The City of
Clinton Greenway, Green Space, and Park Development Plan meets these goals through
a variety of means, and will be a project that provides a needed service and opportunity
to the Clinton area while assisting the state in achieving its overall trail goals.
e GOAL 1. AN INTERCONNECTED TRAIL SYSTEM: The proposed
system of greenways is a multiphase project to create a system of
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approximately nine miles of pedestrian and bike trails in the City of Clinton. All
trails and greenways in Clinton will be interconnected and will also connect to
points of interest and public parks throughout the city. In addition, the
greenway system is designed to allow for expansion in four directions. First, an
expansion six miles northward along the Highway 56 corridor to connect with
Musgrove Mill State Historic Site and the Palmetto Trail is possible through an
extension of the proposed Sand Creek Greenway. The proposed Whitten
Greenway could be extended to connect with the Palmetto Trail inside Sumter
National Forest, creating a connection point to the miles of trails maintained by
the United State Forest Service. Thirdly, the Bush River Greenway can be
extended westward to connect with a proposed Laurens County trail system,
and it can be expanded southward to connect to a proposed park and trail
system along the Bush River.

e GOAL 2. SUSTAINABILITY GUIDES THE PROCESS: The entire
greenway system would be constructed in a sustainable manner using
sustainable materials, geotextile fabric for stability, and the city has a long term
maintenance plan as well as a public works department that would manage the
maintenance of the greenway in the future.

e GoOAL 3. TRAILS AS AN ACCESS TO SOUTH CAROLINA’S
TREASURES: If you ask anyone in Clinton they will tell you that our city is a
South Carolina treasure, and the greenways plan connects our vibrant and
historic downtown, our strong college, and our tree lined neighborhoods
together in a seamless system that will help people get to special events and
commercial areas in a safe manner as an alternative to using cars on city
streets.

e GOAL 4. MULTIUSE Is PREFERRED: The entire greenway system is
designed to be a multiuse trail providing ADA access, as well as a safe
pedestrian route and a safe bicycle route.

e GOAL 5. TRAILS ARE BUILT FOR PuBLIC UsE: The entire greenway
system is a facility that belongs to the people and is open for all users. No
section of the system will be built in a gated or controlled community, and
public use will be encouraged though a variety of education opportunities and
public information sessions.

e GOAL 6. TRAILS SHOULD PROMOTE A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE: The
trail system is designed to promote a healthy lifestyle by connecting the places
people live with the places that they work and play. It is the city’s goal to make
trail use a desired alternative and an easier alternative, to utilizing private
transportation by designing a system that connects people with where they
want to go.

FORMING CONNECTIONS
The City of Clinton Greenway, Green Space, and Park Development Plan is an ambitious
plan designed to provide almost nine miles of pedestrian walkways, greenways, bike
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lanes, and other pedestrian friendly facilities designed to connect each neighborhood,
school, and commercial area in the city.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Greenways and trails developed as part of this plan will connect points of interest
including existing neighborhoods, existing and future parks, recreational areas, cultural
centers, performing arts venues, shopping areas, government facilities, sports facilities,
and the central business district.

PROVIDING FOR DIVERSIFIED USE

Greenways and trails developed as part of this plan provide for diversified use by being
ADA compliant in construction and design techniques, and will be wide enough and
constructed of appropriate material to allow for sharing of the greenway corridor by
bicyclists and pedestrians. Signage encouraging appropriate user ethics for multiuse
trials will be employed throughout the greenway system to promote a positive
experience among users utilizing the trails for different purposes.

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

The greenways and trails developed as part of this plan will utilize sustainable design
features throughout their construction. The trails will use natural topography and rolling
grade dips, as well as constructed drainage into existing storm sewer lines to limit the
impacts of runoff on the ecology of the area and limit the impacts of erosion on the
project area and the trail surface. The trail tread will be compacted aggregate, which
allows for water absorption rather than pavement or other hard surfacing which can
contribute to runoff and non point source pollution. In addition, a geotextile fabric layer
will be used to provide for trail stability in accordance with recommended construction
techniques currently utilized by the United States Forest Service and the National Park
Service, the nation’s largest trail management organizations.

TRAIL MANAGEMENT

The city of Clinton plans to maintain its greenway and park system for the year round
enjoyment of the public. The trails, greenways, and parks will be open year round, and
will not close seasonally. Facilities will be open from sunrise until sunset, in accordance
with the current operating practices of the City of Clinton. The City of Clinton operates a
full service public safety department that provides law enforcement services by vehicle
patrol, on foot, and on bicycles. These services will be utilized to provide law and rule
enforcement on the greenway system. In addition, the public safety department
provides fire and rescue services and will provide these services in the trails, greenways,
and parks. The city will utilize its public access television system, the local media outlets,
and information kiosks posted on the trail at main access points to keep the public
informed about the greenway system and any operational issue that may result in
temporary closure due to storms or trail damage. In addition, a section on greenway
safety will be added to the standard safety program presented in the public schools and
at senior centers by public safety officers throughout the year.
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City of Clinton Greenway, Green Space, &
Park Development Plan

COMMITMENT

The City of Clinton has a significant commitment to the long term care and maintenance
of the facilities included in this plan. It is the goal of the plan and of the city to become a
city in which all neighborhoods, schools, and commercial areas are tied together
through a series of safe, accessible, and aesthetically pleasing alternative transportation
routes and systems and in which adequate greenspaces, parks, and recreation
opportunities are available for the public. The city has a Public Works Department which
will provide all maintenance and long term management for the facilities included in this
plan. The Public Works Department currently is responsible for the seven city parks, as
well as streets and sanitation, beautification, water treatment and delivery, sewer, and

electric utility operations.
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